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STANDARDIZED BAR EXAM?

UNIFORM BAR EXAM DRAWING CLOSER TO REALITY -- National Law Journal,  http://www.law.com ,

Oct. 15, 2009

It could mark one of the biggest changes for lawyers joining the profession since the first U.S. bar exam

was given in Delaware in 1763 -- a single bar exam aimed at standardizing attorney credentials nationwide.
Next year, at least 10 states are expected to switch to the so -called Uniform Bar Exam, and 22 other juris-
dictions are positioned to adopt the test in the next few years. The test, developed by the National Confer-

ence of Bar Examiners, will allow law school graduates to transport their bar scores across state lines with-

out re -taking exams. And backers say a uniform exam will improve the quality of bar exams, particularly in

states with small test  -development budgets. However, several of the biggest legal markets have yet to sign

on. Florida, New York, California, the District of Columbia, Illinois and Texas so far have taken a pass.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS...

DECEMBER, 2009

December 2 1 The holiday party at the Pelican Yacht Club was a success! Thanks to
the law firms of Gordon & Doner and Hoskins, Turco, Lloyd & Lloyd,
PL., the St. Lucie County Bar Association was able to donate $1,000.00 to the local chapter of
American Veterans!

Law Luncheons & Guest Speakers

February 5 1 Court Administration Tom Genung and/or Marc Traum.

March 5 i Dr. Rebecca Stevens Rustine will speak about Mediation, Parenting Plan Evaluations and
Parenting Coordination.

April 9 1 Judge Bronis and Judge McManus

May 7 1 Law week luncheon at the Pelican Yacht Club
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FEE AWARD REVERSED

Attorney's Fee Award Reversed for Failing to Make Written Finding as to Reasonable Number of Hours

Posted on December 11, 2009 by Mark Nation
In Palm Beach Polo, Inc. v. TJ Palm Beach Associate, L.P.,

2009), the trial court granted TJ Palm's motion for attorneys fees and awarded fees.

S0.3d (Fla. 4th DCA

November 25,

Palm Beach Polo appealed, arguing that the trial court failed to make express written findings in its order as

to the time reasonably expended by, and the hourly rates of, Appellee's attorneys.
hours expended, the 4th DCA reversed, and ordered the trial court to set
the reasonable number  of hours expended by  Appellee's attorneys.

As to the number of
forth with specificity

The DCA found that the trial court's

failure to set forth a specific hourly rate was harmless "because the court referenced another portion of the

record which listed those rates, thereby adopting the rates as reasonable.”

JURORS QUESTION WITNESSE

NEW PORT RICHEY - When neo -Nazi John Ditullio, 23, took the stand in his own
murder trial, first his lawyer, Brunvand, questioned him, then the prosecutor,

then Brunvand again. Then the lawyers sat back and listened as the 12 members
of the jury became the questioners. In January 2008, changes adopted by the
state Supreme Court gave jurors a more active role in trials. Jurors are now al-
lowed to take notes and, in all civil cases, question withesses. It is left to judges'
discretion in criminal cases. What sometimes concerns Brunvand about the prac-
tice in general is the questions that don't get asked. "Jurors are curious about all
kinds of things that they can't know about," said Pasco County Circuit Judge
Lowell Bray. Bray once had a juror ask how much money a plaintiff's lawyer
would keep if monetary damages were awarded. In Ditullio's case, Brunvand said
one juror wanted to know if Ditullio had any prior convictions. The procedural
rules prohibit such questions. The jury ended up deadlocked after deliberating

for almost 10 hours. Ten of the 12 voted for acquittal. Dade City Circuit Judge
Pat Siracusa does not generally allow jurors to question withesses during trials
because AJurors shouldn't take on the |
for evidence rather than neutrally observing the evidence that's being presented.
They're not the investigators or the prosecutors. If the state doesn't meet its
burden, then it's not for them to fill in the gaps. | certainly understand the allure

of allowing them to ask questions and getting them to participate in that way,"

he said. By Molly Moorhead: moorhead@sptimes.com or (727) 869 -6245
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LAW LIBRARY UPDATE

The Friends of the Rupert J. Smith Law Library are happy to announce that the
new Law Library is open for business! Most of the remaining furniture was deliv-

ered in mid -November to the new library. The remaining books, phones, secu-
rity gates, photocopy machines, study carrels from the old library and from stor-

age, and the computer network were moved in late November. The absolute fi-
nal move took the entire month of December to complete.

March 2: FAMILY LAW UPDATE with Judge Cynthia Cox & Robin Siebold, Ph.D.,

LMHC from 9:30 -11:15 a.m. at the Vero Beach Courthouse. The main topic will
be Parent Coordination. Those attending can earn **2.0 hrs CLE credit**
March 12: in the SLC Law Library
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Do you have a comment
or a suggestion for an
article? Email Bar Presi-
dent Kim Cunzo at
president@slcba.org
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Would you like to become
a more active SLCBA
member?  Join a com-
mittee!  Contact presi-
dent -elect@slcba.org for
more information.
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Want a captive audience
to tell about your busi-
ness? Advertise in  The
Brief . We offer afford-
able rates for both bar
members and non -
lawyers. Submit your ad
today to Jennifer Kuczler
at secretary@slcba.org.
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ST. LUCIE
COUNTY

The Rupert J. Smith Law Library of St. Lucie County
moved to 221 South Indian River Drive during Decem-
ber. Please stop by and see our new space which in-
cludes an attorney conference room and a large con-
ference room with an interactive SmartBoard and

seating for 20 people. There is limited but very con-
venient parking in front of the library. Please look for

our directional sign on the sidewalk on Indian River

Drive. Our entrance is on Indian River Drive towards

§ | the north end of the building. Our hours are: Monday,
& Wednesday & Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. And

on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 8:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Wedre closed from noon toOud: O
new space is very attractive with more natural light

and even a view of the water! Our old phone number
is still good: 462  -2370.

We look forward to your input for suggestions on addi-
tional services.  What can we do for you?



